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pipes, for instance G and A b in Altissimo, being a small 
semitone from each other on most of our organs, produce 
BB for the Subharmonic, thus : — 



8va.) 



Subharmonic. 
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the Subharmonic being nearly five octaves below. 

If we could have a set of pipes tuned in quarter tones, 
the result would be that some of the highest notes would 
produce Subharmonics as low as C C C ; but directly the 
two pipes are tuned in unison, a muteness or absence of 
Subharmonics must immediately be experienced. Two 
pipes sounding nearly the same note produce a Subharmonic 
of seven or eight octaves below, and lower still beyond 
calculation. 

I conceive that a very short study of these Subharmonics 
will be useful to violin players in double-stopping the 
highest notes of the instrument, indeed it will be an easy 
matter to play in tune to the 16th of a tone, or even 
closer : for instance, suppose the two notes to be E and C 
(3rds) in Altissimo; should the Subharmonic sound Bflat, 
the 3rd will be a quarter of a tone too small ; and should 
the Subharmonic sound B, the 3rd will still be out of tune 
by the Sth of a tone, and should the Subharmonic sound a 
note between B and C, the 3rd will be a 16th of a tone too 
6mall. This last fact will also enable organists to test the 
temperament of their "king of instruments" with the 
utmost nicety. 



TO CORRESPONDENTS. 
W. B. is thanked for his list of Glees and Madrigals. 

W. C. D., Middlewich. — We regret that we cannot find 
room to print your enthusiastic letter in praise of Handel. 
Mr. Macfarren's thorough appreciation of Handels 
merits has been often stated in print. 

G. S., Handsworth near Sheffield, requires the precise mean- 
ing of the word " Counterpoint." Dr. Johnson gives two 
definitions. — " This word was a monkish term for that 
kind of musick, in which notes of equal duration, but 
of different harmony, are set in opposition to each other ; 
The art of composing harmony." For a description of 
the origin and various hind of Counterpoint, see Hawkins's 
History of Music. 

As a Subscriber to the Musical Times, may I request an 
explanation of the long character so frequently met 
with in old missals and office -books. In the specimen 
below I have indicated this character by an asterisk : — 
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Sane tug. 

[The long characters are called Ligatures and Ob- 
liquities. A full account of their uses, <fc., is given in 
Hawkins's History of Music, to which book our cor- 
respondent is referred.] — Ed. Musical Times. 

Colored Envelopes are sent to all Subscribers whose payment 
in advance is exhausted. The paper will be discontinued 
where the Subscriber neglects to renew. We again remind 
those who are disappointed in getting back numbers, that 
only the music pages are stereotyped, and of the rest of 
the paper, only sufficient are printed to supply the current 
sale. 



TAXES ON KNOWLEDGE. 

The direct Taxes* on this number of 

Musical Times £5 2 4 

Brought forward since January ... 57/152 



£62 17 G 

* See details in former numbers — but it must not be 
forgotten that this heavy Tax is on our humble three- 
half-penny periodical. 
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The Cecilian Society. — This society, on the 7th of 
October, performed Elijah to a crowded audience. The 
band and chorus were complete, and the performance of 
the oratorio left little to be desired. The principal solo 
parts were ably sustained by Mrs. J. Roe, Mrs. W. Dixon, 
Messrs. J. W. Barsham, Blackbee, and Gadsby. Mr. 
Shoubridge conducted with his usual ability, and no doubt 
to him must be attributed much of the recent improvement 
in the performance of this society. As a tribute of respect 
to the memory of the late Duke of Wellington, the 
oratorio was preceded by the Dead March, and a short 
Selection from Samson. 

Bow and Mile-end Harmonic Society. — The first 
public performance of this society took place on the 28th 
of September : too late for a notice in our last number. 
The performance consisted of two parts — the first sacred, 
the second secular. Several of the pieces were encored, 
and great practical skill was shewn by Mr. Ivimey, of 
Gresham College, who conducted on the occasion. The 
accompanyist, Mrs. Crawley, an amateur, evinced a good 
knowledge of her task, and a delicate and refined taste. 
The audience was of a very high character. 

Limehouse Choral Society. — This society continues 
its very prosperous career, under the direction of Mr. 
Hodd. Amongst several concerts given by its members 
was one on the 15th of Oct., which created a more than 
usual amount of interest in the neighbourhood. The first 
part was selected from Judas Maccabwus, commencing with 
the Dead March and Overture from Saul ; and the second 
part was the finale movement of Mozart's 6th Symphony, 
and a selection from Samson and Haydn's Creation, con- 
cluding with Beethoven's sublime Chorus, " Hallelujah to 
the Father." The band was exceedingly effective, being 
assisted by several gentlemen of the Cecilian Society. 

Lecture on Psalmody. — On the 6th of Oct., a short 
lecture on Psalmody was delivered at Spencer Place 
Chapel, Goswell Street Road, by Mr. Joseph Smith. At 
the conclusion of the lecture, about seventy names were 
enrolled for the purpose of forming a class for elementary 
instruction. The class commenced operations on the 13th 
instant, having as its hand-book Collett's Rudiments 
(Nos. 37 and 57 of the Musical Times). The zealous spirit 
evinced by the pupils augured success to the projectors of 
the class. 

Her Majesty's Theatre Association. — We are given 
to understand that this scheme has been warmly adopted, 
not only by the aristocracy, but by the general public ; 
and that there is a fair prospect of its effects being tested 
in the ensuing season. We hope the information is cor- 
rect, as the establishment of such a company cannot fail to 
be advantageous to the cause of music generally. 

Hoxton Sacred Choral Society. — This society was 
established in October, 1850, and holds its meetings on 
Thursday evenings, in the Wesleyan School Rooms, New 
Ivy Street, Hoxton. The second annual festival was held 
on the 12th instant, when a selection of standard music 
was performed. The programme included psalmody and 
chanting, some choice anthems and chorusses, from Wel- 
don, Kent, Steffani, Mozart, Haydn, and others ; also a 
selection from the Messiah. Under the direction of Mr. A. 
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J. Hubbard, the conductor, the improvement of the 
niembers, as evinced on this occasion, must be marked 
and gratifying. 

The Madrid Paper, " Heraldo," speaking of Madame 
Clara Novello's Semiramide, says : — " On her entrance, no 
one could doubt from the haughty look, the dignity of her 
carriage, and graceful manners, even if her robes had not 
already conveyed the idea, that the representative of the 
Assyrian queen stood before you. La Clara Novello has 
a fine figure for the stage, and her mode of dress was well 
calculated to show her to the best advantage. Among 
the rich and heavy folds of her mantle flashed the well 
turned ivory arm and aristocratic hand of this excellent 
actress ; uniting as well to her other gifts a splendid voice 
of unequalled purity, a style of singing perfectly of the 
Rossini school, clear enunciation, and most correct tune. 
This we think a true picture of this celebrated artiste. 
Each piece, as the opera proceeded, served only to convince 
her auditors that the first impression conveyed of her great 
merit was a correct one." The opera has been repeated 
eight times with increasing success, an unusual occurrence 
with the change-loving Spaniards. 

The Lynn Musical Union. — This association com- 
menced its season on the 29th of September. In addition 
to carrying out the plan originally intended, the committee 
aim at the introduction of a new organ ; an estimate has 
already been given by Mr. Holdich, by which it appears 
that the post, including erection, will not exceed £300. 
This, it is stated in an official announcement, "would 
enable the management to give public organ performances 
at a very low rate of admission, and thus place this ele- 
vating entertainment within reach of the least affluent 
portion of the population." The Union is under the 
presidency of the Rev. Canon Wodehonse, and Henry 
Edwards, Esq. ; Mrs. Heniy Wallack being the musical 
director. 

Leeds Madrigal and Motett Society. — This society 
gave a soiree in the early part of the month; it was 
attended by a crowded and fashionable audience. The 
performances, which were warmly received, were under 
the direction of Mr. Sparks, whose pupils took a prominent 
part in them. The society is in a very prosperous 
condition. 

Bury Choral Concerts. — A new association has been 
formed at Bury, by which will be occasionally performed 
choral music, both sacred aud secular. The whole of the 
choristers of the parish church, and several amateurs in 
the town and neighbourhood, are engaged in carrying out 
the plan. The first performance took place on the 6th, 
under the direction of Mr. R. Hacking, jun. ; the selection 
consisted principally of glees, madrigals, &c, which were 
very creditably given. 

Westbury. — At the annual feast given to the church 
schools of the parish of All Saints, Westbury, Wilts, on 
Wednesday, Sept. 22nd, full Choral Service was per- 
formed morning and evening. The responses, &c. were 
sung to Tallis' music, the anthems selected being, for the 
morning, " Praise the Lord, Jerusalem," (Clarke) ; and 
for the evening, Handel's " Hallelujah Chorus." The 
service reflected great credit on the perseverance and 
efficiency of the choir of the church. The choir was 
strengthened by a few gentlemen from Frome and Ox- 
ford, who kindly gave their assistance. The services were 
accompanied throughout with great taste and skill by Mr. 
H. H. Jones, the organist of the church. The success of 
the services on this day will, we hope, be an encourage- 
ment to the choir (one of almost recent formation) to 
persevere in the good work they have undertaken. 
_ Dundee.— The concluding Concert of the Choral So- 
ciety, took place on the 26th Oct., Romberg's Ode " The 
Transient and the Eternal," was a main feature of the 
programme ; Miss Rainforth singing the principal soprano. 
Mr. Helmore was the conductor. We are glad to see 
music making progress so far North. 



Accrington, Lancashire.— The Misses Bennett and Mr. 
Fairbairn gave two concerts here on the 13th and 14th of 
Oct., the music being chiefly Scottish. As a musical 
entertainment it was equal to anything of the kind we 
have heard. Miss E. Bennett was the accompanyist. 
Several encores were obtained. 

The Odiham Choral Society, which was established 
in January last, gave its first entertainment on the 14th 
of Oct. The programme consisted of a selection of glees 
and madrigals, which were performed in a manner highly 
creditable to the society, and to Mr. Henry Dubber, its 
conductor. The society numbers about 20 members. 

Chepstow Choral Society.— This society gave their 
third public rehearsal on Wednesday evening, the 29th 
of September. The Assembly Room at the Bank Build- 
ings was filled ; W. Dibbin, Esq., presided on the occasion. 
The programme comprised a miscellaneous selection of 
secular pieces, which were well executed ; the performance 
was conducted by Mr. E. T. Evans, organist of Chepstow. 

Pateley Bridge.— On Wednesday, September 29th, a 
concert was given in the large room of the Bay Horse Inn, 
Pateley Bridge, by the pupils of Mr. William Wilson, of 
Beverley. Mr. T. Thorpe presided at the pianoforte. 
The glees, which consisted of a selection of pieces from the 
Musical Times, and Novello's Glee Hive, were executed by 
the youthful amateurs to the satisfaction of a numerous 
and respectable audience. 

Hereford Festival. — An esteemed correspondent 
sends us the following authentic statement: — "The at- 
tendance (notwithstanding the depression of the landed 
interest, on which we depend, and the recent contests in 
county and city) has been greater than at the three 
previous festivals ; the loss to the stewards has been less 
than on any occasion for the past 30 years, with the ex- 
ception of 1837, when all engaged gave up a portion of 
their terms. At the meeting on Saturday to audit Mr. 
Townshend Smith's accounts, a vote of thanks to him 
for the admirable manner in which he had performed 
his various duties was proposed by the Archdeacon, and 
seconded by the Bishop, and unanimously carried. This 
mark of esteem is some reward for the exertion and fatigue 
he has undergone." After paying a high compliment to 
Madame Clara Novello for the great service rendered by 
her assistance to the funds of the festival, our correspondent 
expresses an opinion that from the increased facilities of 
reaching Hereford about to be rendered by the introduc- 
tion of new railways, greater success still may in future 
be expected. 

Dr. Steggall has just been giving two lectures at 
Crosby Hall, on "Music as applied to Religion." Dr. 
Steggall has the gift of very excellent language, and, if 
we may judge from the great amount of information 
contained in his lectures, his research has been considerable. 
The Doctor gave the higest satisfaction to a very crowded 
room. 

Foreign News — " At Madrid," says a correspondent, 
" the Opera rehearsals are in progress : Mesdames Novello 
and Angri ; Colletti, Eohevaria, and Bettini are engaged. 
Rossini has recommended Madame Clara Novello, as his 
favourite pupil, to Espiney Guillen the new composer, 
adding that she is a thorough artiste, and one who 
understands better than any other the peculiarities of 
Italian Music."— The English harpist, Mr. John Thomas, 
is performing with great eclat at Berlin. — At Paris, 
Mr. Lumley during the operatic season, lost no less than 

300,000 francs : his successor there has been appointed. 

Madame Viardot will shortly return to Paris, where she 
proposes to pass the winter.— Sivori has just finished his 
series of concerts at Brussels. 

Salaman's Amateor Choral Society. — The third 
season of this useful society will commence on the 24th 
instant, at the residence of the director, Mr. Charles 
Salaman. 



